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LIVESTOCK ON FARMS JANUARY 1

YEAR
All Cattle 
(including
milk cows)

Milk Cows
(2 years and

older) 1/

Hogs
and

Pigs 2/

Stock
Sheep and

Lambs
1935 1,381 NA 3,196 1,000
1940 854 NA 2,421 554
1945 1,187 NA 3,574  825
1950 1,086 501 2,682 1,004
1954 1,808 332 2,543 1,588
1959 1,317 182 2,785 1,345
1964 1,520 178 2,288 692
1969 1,308 172 2,428 405
1974  887 7 779 197
1978 713 (D) 473 65 
1982 585 (D) 392 73
1987 496 ---- (D) (D)
1992 235 ---- (D) (D)
1997 313 ---- 189 46

1/  "Milk cows that have calved" beginning in 1970.  2/  Beginning in 1970 hog inventory data
refers to preceding December.   NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing
information for individual farms.  ---- Represents zero.

FARM INCOME AND SALES
1997 1992 1987

Number of farms: 152 162 180

Farm income and sales:
-Thousand Dollars-

Crops Sold 27,136 26,457 19,457
Grains 8,702 7,142 2,993
Tobacco ---- ---- ----
Field seeds, hay, forage,
 and silage (D) (D) (D)
Other field crops 4,343 5,251 (D)
Vegetables, sweet corn     
 and melons 10,134 9,544 7,208
Fruits, nuts and berries (D) (D) (D)
Nursery and greenhouse   
products 2,613 4,222 (D)
Forest Products Sold (D) (D) (D)

Livestock, Poultry and
Products Sold 11,433 134 116

Poultry and products ---- ---- ----
Dairy products ---- ---- ----
Cattle and calves 50 (D) 109
Hogs and pigs (D) ---- (D)
Sheep, lambs and wool (D) (D) (D)
Other livestock and products 11,381 (D) (D)

Total income from sales: 38,427 26,592 19,574

Custom work and other       
agricultural services: 416 488 198

(D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.
---- Represents zero.

NUMBER OF FARMS, BY SIZE, GROUP

YEAR

Size of Farm (Acres)

All
Farms1-9 10-49

50-179 180-499 500-
999

1,000-1,999
2,000

+50-174 1/ 175-499 1/ 1,000-Over 1/

1974 4 42 91 67 20 5 1 230
1978 9 40 80 77 20 9 1 236
1982 18 47 77 65 29 10 2 246
1987 14 24 58 51 25 8 1 180
1992 11 30 46 41 23 11 3 162

1997 12 34 41 28 23 14 ---- 152
1/ Applies to 1997.  ---- Represents zero.

OPERATORS’  OCCUPATION AND AGE
1982 1987 1992 1997

Operators by principal occupation:

   Farming . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 189 125 108 104
   Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 57 55 54 48

Operators by age group:

   Under 25 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 4 3 3
   25 to 34 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45 21 21 7
   35 to 44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 38 31 37 32
   45 to 54 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44 31 32 37
   55 to 64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 51 25 28
   65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 42 44 45
   Average Age . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 51 53 52 52
NA  Not available. 
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NORTHAMPTON
COUNTY
U.S. Census of Agriculture

Bounded by the Atlantic Ocean and the Chesapeake Bay,
Northampton lies in the coastal plain on the southern part of the Eastern
Shore.   One of the eight original shires into which the state was divided in
1634, the county was named after either the Earl of Northampton or the
English shire of the same name.  

In 1997, Northampton land in farms totaled 56,435 acres, or 43
percent of the county's area of 132,724 acres.  According to the 1997
Census of Agriculture, there were 152 farms in the area, each averaging
371 acres in size and worth an average of $730,996, including land and
buildings.   Both the number of farms and land in farms in Northampton had
been declining steadily since 1944, but have experienced a resurgence in
recent years.  

The topography of Northampton’s mainland is generally level, while
the ocean side of the county consists of islands, bays, and inlets.
Temperatures average 40 degrees in January and 79 in July.  The frost-free
growing season generally lasts about 229 days, usually extending from April
1 to November 16.  Annual precipitation averages 41 inches.

Agriculture is an integral part of Northampton’s economy, and the
value of sales of farm products amounted to more than $38 million according
to the 1997 Census of Agriculture. Cash farm income for the county is
derived mostly from crops.  All vegetables accounted for 26 percent of the
total value of all farm products sold, while other crops, including potatoes,
soybeans, sweet potatoes, and wheat, accounted for most of the remaining
farm income.  Nursery products, flowers, and flowering plants supplied an
additional 7 percent of the total.

In addition to agriculture, another important source of income and
employment for the county can be found in the canning, freezing, and
packing plants which prepare the various crops for market.  As approximately
23 percent of the county is wooded,  sawmills and lumber plants provide
additional revenue for the county.

 The estimated county population in 1990 was 13,061.  The total
gross personal income that year was $186.0 million, or an average of
$14,237 per capita.  

The county seat is located in the town of Eastville. 



FARM DATA & LAND USE

YEAR
Number

of
Farms

Land
in

Farms

Avg. Value
Per Acre
For Land

& Buildings

LAND USE

Cropland Other
Pasture 1/

Woodland

Harvested Other Pasture Pasture Not Pastured

Number Acres Dollars -Acres-
1935 961 81,863 89 38,046 9,353 1,336 861 NA 28,702
1940 777 74,841 78 35,571 6,020 1,287 NA NA NA
1945 722 77,552 100 42,665 2,299 990 885 NA 21,402
1950 603 73,097 137 40,918 3,724 1,176 1,619 NA 19,870
1954 481 71,742 181 39,828 3,195 1,204 677 NA 21,236
1959 370 67,066 231 41,342 1,773 1,402 839 NA 17,077
1964 315 64,046 301 44,061 1,801 747 373 1,152 10,445
1969 241 51,160 440 37,597 4,167 1,137 1,278 1,106 4,171
1974 2/ 230 57,684 733 44,697 481 657 233 1,991 4,869
1978 236 61,956 1,104 47,915 1,514 904 247 1,604 7,012
1982 246 62,283 1,388 51,657 945 539 402 443 5,247
1987 180 50,530 1,547 35,821 4,832 1,178 652 518 5,681
1992 162 52,469 1,838 41,617 2,656 354 565 250 5,955
1997 152 56,435 1,995 46,980 2,337 657 448 313 4,660
1/  Due to changes in definition and wording of questions, figures for “cropland pasture” and “other pasture” are not always comparable from the Census. 
Acreage beginning with 1964 refer to pastureland and rangeland, other than cropland and woodland pastured, on farms with sales of agricultural products of
$2,500 and over.  2/  Beginning with 1964, agricultural operations under individual management with annual sales of $1,000 or more.  NA  Not Available.  

POULTRY SALES

YEAR
Broilers Turkeys Hens & Pullets of Laying Age

Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold
1945 1/ 572 233,083 19 4,979 NA NA
1950 2/ 160 213,992 19 5,682 NA NA
1954 3/ 5 95,750 6 2,139 NA NA
1959 3/ 3 177,000 4 1,115 NA NA
1964 3/ 4/ 2 (D) ---- ---- NA NA
1969 4/ 2 (D) ---- ---- 1 251
1974 5/ 6/ ---- ---- NA NA 1 (D)
1978 5/ 2 ---- ---- ---- ---- ----
1982 ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ----
1987 ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ----
1992 1 ---- ---- ---- ---- ----
1997 ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ----
1/  1945 Chickens raised.  Turkeys raised.  2/  1950 Chickens sold.  Turkeys raised.  3/  1964, 1959 and 1954 Turkeys and turkey fryers raised.  4/  1969 and
1964 Broilers and other meat-type chickens less than 3 months old.  1969 and 1964 Turkeys with farm sales of $2,500 and over.   5/  1974 and 1978 Broilers
and other meat type chickens sold.  6/  1974 Turkeys and Hens & Pullets with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information
for individual farms.  ---- Represents zero.  NA  Not available.

CROP ACREAGE, YIELD, AND PRODUCTION

YEAR

CORN WHEAT SOYBEANS

Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production

Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels
1935 1/ 14,907 26.2 390,605 NA NA NA 16 NA NA
1940 12,544 19.5 244,526 17 17.4 295 NA NA 154
1945 10,499 24.6 258,454 198 16.8 3,323 NA NA 2,112
1950 6,591 38.0 250,763 187 12.4 2,320 682 18.7 12,779
1954 4,385 48.4 212,196 38 25.9 985 2,435 20.3 49,345
1959 2/ 1,765 50.3 88,751 158 32.2 5,090 7,012 22.9 160,543
1964 1,935 72.6 140,555 299 44.5 13,315 11,507 27.2 312,935
1969 1,261 86.7 109,268 618 51.3 31,687 8,239 28.6 235,487
1974 1,431 83.5 119,535 8,840 43.7 386,072 19,525 28.4 553,980
1978 878 106.1 93,140 3,214 41.7 133,941 25,285 31.3 791,192
1982 732 109.0 79,824 15,358 51.3 787,758 32,402 3.3 108,311
1987 484 49.6 23,994 9,245 49.1 454,358 19,967 16.8 334,606
1992 1,195 121.3 144,930 13,075 58.9 769,562 23,231 33.5 777,091
1997 2,647 105.1 278,150 19,621 665.9 13,065,573 24,925 20.1 501,273

1/  All corn (grain equivalent, including silage and forage) 1935-54.  2/  For grain only, 1959-92.  NA  Not available.

CROP ACREAGE, YIELD, AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
PEANUTS

Acreage Yield Production

Pounds Pounds
1935 6 NA NA
1940 2 1,000.0 2,000
1945 NA NA NA
1950 NA NA NA
1954 78 1,060.9 82,750
1959 89 1,015.7 90,400
1964 64 1,880.8 120,370
1969 71 1,487.6 105,620
1974 (D) (D) (D)
1978 191 2,886.9 551,400
1982 (D) (D) (D)
1987 178 2,273.6 404,700
1992 283 3,091.9 875,004

1997 219 2,439.7 534,300

NA Not available.  (D) Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
Vegetables
for sale 1/

Oats Threshed
or Combined 2/

Barley Threshed
or Combined 2/

Rye Threshed or
Combined 2/ Potatoes 3/ Sweet Potatoes

Acreage Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels
1935 10,425 33 975 NA NA 106 2,018 22,212 4,275 1,943 252,470
1940 16,192 183 4,758 NA NA 495 8,656 13,595 1,769 1,971 373,960
1945 15,309 522 14,728 10 160 1,311 19,999 13,050 1,212 2,134 300,449
1950 25,878 280 6,756 NA NA 1,006 14,242 9,023 1,930 1,759 281,075
1954 25,952 493 14,642 NA NA 936 17,397 6,688 982 3,746 684,045
1959 20,141 513 15,834 732 24,950 1,768 34,413 9,120 1,803 4,440 994,804
1964 16,150 279 10,518 462 14,285 1,308 32,277 9,208 NA 5,197 1,443,888
1969 11,804 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1974 10,558 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA 946,854 3,105 654,667
1978 13,235 (D) (D) 5,687 321,024 103 2,956 7,266 1,038,901 1,937 404,596
1982 7,893 30 1,460 6,313 424,095 120 3,163 5,829 762,653 594 147,113
1987 8,356 NA NA 2,387 154,952 255 8,614 4,475 617,162 121 27,480
1992 7,926 NA NA 3,257 263,463 126 3,291 4,164 747,419 36 4,908
1997 7,472 NA NA 1,976 163,481 NA NA 2,443 443,959 NA NA

1/  Excludes potatoes and sweet potatoes.  2/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  3/  Potatoes are
in hundred weight starting in 1959.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms. 

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
All Hay Alfalfa for Hay 1/ Other Tame Hay 2/ Small Grains for Hay 2/ 3/

Acreage Acreage Tons Acreage Tons Acreage Tons
1935 869 66 142 21 35 130 150
1940 1,359 74 171 71 166 766 1,400
1945 1,480 195 517 164 211 233 266
1950 1,400 380 1,092 151 226 690 976
1954 1,504 215 690 141 256 938 1,222
1959 440 191 514 3 2 195 455
1964 399 192 748 88 108 94 146
1969 218 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1974 114 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1978 228 35 (D) 55 100 128 182
1982 181 28 (D) (D) 138 (D) (D)
1987 213 NA NA 88 188 55 98
1992 107 NA NA (D) (D) 36 66
1997 71 NA NA 10 20 NA NA

1/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  2/ Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of
agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  Includes clover-timothy, lespedeza and orchard grass mixtures cut for hay. 
3/  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  NA  Not available.   (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.

NORTHAMPTON


